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Thanks to the continuing generosity of Harwich 
Conservation Trust (HCT) supporters, we are 
able to accomplish great things together. 

We hope you’ve been able to enjoy a walk at the Hinckleys 
Pond — Herring River Headwaters Preserve this spring. An 
ambitious eco-restoration project was completed in October 
2025, which included the rewilding of 30 acres of retired 
bog into thriving wetland habitat, creating a connection 
to the Preserve from the Cape Cod Rail Trail, a new pond 
overlook and a mile-long All Persons Trail that allows people 
of all abilities and ages to connect with nature. 

This follows the award-winning Cold Brook Eco-Restoration 
Project, which rewilded 44 acres of wetland and a mile 
of stream habitat. Now home to all kinds of wildlife and 
flourishing native plants, the area has become a popular 
hiking and nature-watching destination, featuring a half-mile 
All Persons Trail. 

The power of partnerships makes this kind of community-
building work possible. And at the core of these vital 
land preservation and transformation efforts is the 
continuing support of HCT donors. We are grateful for your 
thoughtfulness and generosity, which allows us to preserve 
land that protects woods, water, wildlife and our shared 
quality of life. 

Enjoying nature ties us all together. Whether it's a scenic 
view, a stroll through woodlands or learning something 
new at a guided HCT walk or expert talk — these elemental, 
joyful experiences enrich our lives and enhance our deep 
appreciation for this special corner of Cape Cod. 

There is more great work to do, and we can do  
it together. Stay tuned for eco-restoration planning  
updates on HCT's 50-acre Cape Cod Rail Trail Land 
Preservation Project. The property is the largest  

remaining undeveloped parcel in Harwich and could have 
been converted into a 9-lot subdivision. But thanks to the 
power of partnerships and farsighted HCT donors, the future 
for this spectacular land looks bright.  

We thank you for donating to HCT, for investing in our 
collective future, where these beautiful places will remain 
forever open to all. Friends and family, children and 
grandchildren will have the opportunity to enjoy nature, to 
be curious, to learn the value of conservation. The simple 

pleasures of a monarch butterfly in 
flight, the spring call of peepers or  
a soaring osprey will endure. 

Thank you.  

Thomas M. Evans 
President, HCT

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Grateful for your support:  
HCT donors make land preservation possible

PLAN AHEAD: THE FUTURE IS IN OUR LANDS
Are you curious about including HCT in your will? 

To have a confidential conversation, please reach out to Michael Lach, HCT’s Executive  
Director at 508-432-3997 or email mike@harwichconservationtrust.org. You can also  
find information about Planned Giving at harwichconservationtrust.org/planned-giving.  

Ways to give also include annual gifts, donations to endowment, and “homes for  
habitat” where a property owner can gift their house to HCT. These generous  
contributions help HCT make a real difference in preserving and caring for  
sensitive natural lands into the future.   

Thanks to your support, HCT 
preserved 50 acres on the  
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The Robbins Pond Woodlands 
comprises nearly 18 acres of 
environmentally sensitive land 
including 275 feet of shoreline  
habitat in North Harwich. 

This project is part of HCT’s Priority 
Ponds Project to save sensitive 
watershed parcels, protect water 
quality and preserve wildlife habitat. 

The forested area is across the pond 
from the extensive Town of Harwich-
owned Robbins Pond Conservation 
Area and Herring River Greenway to 
the east, and Brewster’s 900-acre 
Punkhorn Parklands to the north. 

A win for water quality 
The goal of this new 18-acre initiative 
is to preserve biodiversity along the 
western shore of the pond and help 
keep groundwater clean. 

Historical maps indicate a stream 
once meandered from the pond to  
the Herring River through the 18 acres 
before the adjoining wetlands were 
converted to bogs about a century  
ago and before Route 6 was built  
in the 1950s. 

Today, a slow stream flow somehow 
still finds its way from the pond 
through the worn, rustic ditches before 
dipping under Factory Road and Route 
6, then eventually merging with the 
Herring River. 

Preserving this land will help protect 
the public drinking water supply,  
as the 18 acres are located within  
a town wellfield recharge area. 

In addition to safeguarding water 
quality in Robbins Pond and the 
Herring River watershed, the land 
provides wildlife habitat for animals 

including songbirds, raptors and 
mammals. 

A diversity of dragonfly and damselfly 
species (including rarities) zip along 
the shallow shoreline of reeds that 
buffers the forested slope in the 
summer. 

– Continues on page 4

Common Green Darner 

THANK YOU HARWICH VOTERS! 

Town Meeting Unanimously Supports CPA Funds  
for HCT’s Robbins Pond Woodlands Project
Unanimous support for Article 40 at the recent Harwich Annual Town Meeting means that 
$225,000 in Community Preservation Act (CPA) funds completes the fundraising campaign  
for Harwich Conservation Trust’s (HCT) Robbins Pond Woodlands Project. 
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State provides strong support 
In October, the state’s Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
(EEA), selected the 18-acre initiative 
for a $225,000 grant as long as 
HCT could raise the rest of the funds 
needed to complete the project, which 
is estimated at $600,000. With the 
generous support of Harwich Town 
Meeting voters and HCT donors,  
that goal has been reached. 

The state’s Conservation Partnership 
grant program is part of a broader 
effort to support local climate 
resilience and land conservation. 
Protection of the public drinking 
water supply, ponds, rivers and other 
water resources as well as saving 
wildlife habitat for rare species helps 
applicants like HCT earn this “green 
investment” by the state. 

Jussila family chooses  
conservation 
HCT is grateful to the Jussila family, 
who is thoughtfully choosing a 
conservation future for the land. This 
long since abandoned commercial 
cranberry bog property was retired 
from production in the 1950s. Since 
that time the bogs and surrounding 
upland have been allowed to 
naturalize to pitch pine-oak woodlands 
and wooded red maple wetlands. 

“It’s nice to know that the land will 
remain preserved,” said Bill Jussila, 
who has lived in the family home 
adjacent to the property since 1947, 
when he was two years old. 

The land was a huge part of his life 
and there was a lot of room to roam. 
“They started calling this ‘horse 
country’ because a lot of people had 
horses up this way,” he remembered. 

“And I learned to drive here when  
I was 14 or 15. We had an old Model 
A jalopy.” 

When Jussila was growing up, Harwich 
was still a very small town, with a 
population of about 2,500 residents. 
“Everyone knew everyone, everyone 
worked together,” said Jussila. “We 
had 32 kids in our graduating class  
(at Harwich High School) in 1963.” 

HCT greatly appreciates the continuing 
support of the Harwich community 
and Town Meeting voters. These kinds 
of projects preserve our shared sense 
of place and quality of life. Our coastal 
waters, ponds and sole source aquifer 
are treasured resources that are at 
risk from too much development. 

HCT believes that the best way to 
protect our waters is to preserve  
the surrounding land. 

Dragonfly photographs by Blair Nikula

“It’s nice to know that 
the land will remain  
preserved.”
– Bill Jussila

Continued from page 3 –

Calico Pennant

Common Green Darner, Ovipositing Pair 
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Map of the 18-acre property on Robbins Pond in the Herring River watershed.

Preserving these 18 acres  
provides important conservation 
benefits, including:

3	Protecting the public drinking  
water supply

3	Protecting water quality for Robbins 
Pond and the Herring River

3	Protecting a variety of wetland, 
forest, stream, and pond habitats  
for a diversity of wildlife

Twelve-spotted Skimmer

Halloween Pennant
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Bird’s eye view of Robbins Pond

Many acres of woods and wetlands protected by HCT resulted from  
forward thinking folks making a conscious decision to donate property 
for permanent preservation. 

If you own land and would like to see it preserved to protect its  
natural beauty forever, you can donate your property to HCT  
and enjoy tax benefits, too. The appraised value of the land 
at the time of the gift is deductible against up to 30% of  
adjusted gross income each year for up to six years. 

To have a confidential conversation about the benefits 
of donating land, please call HCT’s Executive Director 
Michael Lach at 508-432-3997 or email  
mike@harwichconservationtrust.org. 

And thank you for making a land-saving  
difference for all, for all time.

IF YOU OWN LAND, CONSIDER PRESERVING IT WITH HCT
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The grant jumpstarts a $400,000 
fundraising campaign to help HCT 
secure the purchase of a 2.3-acre 
woodland parcel on Round Cove Road 
in Harwich. The property, with 300 
feet of road frontage, could serve as a 
future trailhead for convenient access 
to explore an extensive network of 
trails in Hawksnest State Park and  
the town's Six Ponds District.  

The Six Ponds District is a large and 
ecologically-significant watershed 
area south of Rt. 6 that contributes 
ground water to a constellation of 
six kettle ponds as well as to town 
water supply wells serving thousands 
of households. The 2.3-acre parcel 
is also within the Pleasant Bay 
watershed. 

The $400,000 fundraising campaign 
includes the price of the property and 
the cost of creating a new trailhead 
and parking gateway to an adjacent 
400-acre conservation assemblage 
comprised of Hawksnest State Park  
as well as town conservation land  
and HCT protected land. 

At more than 200 acres, Hawksnest 
State Park makes up a significant 
portion of the Six Ponds District. 
Decades ago, the state had plans  
to create more than 160 campsites  
at Hawksnest, as well as two 

swimming beaches, parking lots  
and a recreation hall.  

These plans never came to fruition, 
leaving the park in a more natural 
state, with scenic woodland trails 
and pristine ponds. Raising funds for 
the 2.3-acre campaign will make it 
possible to reach those trails through 
a future parking area and trailhead. 

To allow Harwich Conservation Trust 
the time needed to raise funds for 
the project, the $330,000 parcel 
was recently acquired by an interim 
buyer, The Compact of Cape Cod 
Conservation Trusts, Inc. (The 
Compact). In this buy-and-hold 
capacity, The Compact purchased the 
property from St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church. HCT has until December to 
raise the land preservation funds. 

‘Blessed by this partnership’ 
Proceeds from the sale of the land are 
helping the church offset their recent 
purchase of a parsonage in Brewster 
to provide housing for their pastor and 
his family.  

“We received several bids to 
purchase the land from builders,” 
said church member Jim Merriam. 
“However, the bid from the Harwich 
Conservation Trust aligned perfectly 
with our congregation’s values of 

land preservation and public access 
to open space. Thus, the Church 
Council’s unanimous vote was to sell 
for a conservation future and the 
congregation feels blessed by this 
partnership.” 

Rev. Christopher Gilbert, Pastor of  
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church sees 
the partnership with HCT as a way to 
celebrate the relationship between 
religion and nature, a concept known 
as eco-theology.  

“Here was evidence of an active-
practical spirituality that affirmed the 
Christian call to love all our neighbors 
— including land, animal, water, sky 
— and not just a sales agreement,” 
he said. “This opportunity invites a 
deepened relationship to the Trust 
and the land, and I look forward to the 
fruits of this partnership.” 

Cape Cod Foundation  
supports community 
Established in 1989, the Cape 
Cod Foundation is dedicated to 
strengthening Cape Cod for current 
and future generations through 
thoughtful community leadership and 
strategic philanthropy.  

By the end of 2025, the foundation had  
distributed more than $113 million 

Your land-saving support preserves 
this important landscape next to a 
conservation assemblage of more than 
400 acres in the Six Ponds District.

Harwich Conservation Trust Launches  
New Land Project 
Harwich Conservation Trust’s (HCT) Six Ponds-Hawksnest Woods Project received a big boost in 
the form of a $50,000 grant from the Cape Cod Foundation's Priscilla Alden Sears Memorial Fund. 
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MAKE A LOCAL, LASTING DIFFERENCE 

Please consider donating today to support HCT’s Six  
Ponds-Hawksnest Woods Project to help us create a new  
trailhead and parking gateway to an extensive network of trails 
in Hawksnest State Park and the town’s Six Ponds District. 

To donate by credit card, scan this QR code with your phone  
or visit harwichconservationtrust.org. Or, with the enclosed  

envelope, send a check payable to Harwich Conservation Trust & write in the  
check memo: Six Ponds Project. Thank you! 

back into the community in the form 
of grants and scholarships since 
its inception. Their Priscilla Alden 
Sears Memorial Fund is used for 
preservation of open space and 
wildlife habitats and to provide care for 
injured or displaced animals and birds. 

Protecting wildlife habitat  
and water quality 
In a letter of support for the Six 
Ponds-Hawksnest Woods Project, 
Town of Harwich Conservation 
Administrator Amy Usowski wrote that, 
“The acquisition of this property will 
help protect water quality within the 
watershed to Pleasant Bay, drinking 
water quality for the Towns of Harwich 

and Chatham, and will help protect 
vital plant and wildlife habitat within 
the buffer to Olivers Pond, providing 
important areas of connectivity for 
species that move between habitats.” 

“Harwich Conservation Trust is grateful 
to the Cape Cod Foundation for their 
generous support to launch this 
important land-saving effort that will 
yield so many community benefits,” 
said Michael Lach, HCT’s Executive 
Director. “And we are thankful to 
everyone at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church for the opportunity to become 
the next stewards of this beautiful 
land. There’s still a lot of fundraising 
to do and we hope the community will 
rally behind us.”

Nesting songbirds like  
this Baltimore oriole weave 
their pouch-like nests high in 
the branches of tall oaks like 
those on the 2.3-acre property 
bordering Round Cove Road.

“...the bid from the  
Harwich Conservation Trust  
aligned perfectly with our  
congregation’s values  
of land preservation  
and public access  
to open space.”

	 — Jim Merriam
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This year’s hootenanny drew flocks 
of farming fans to the spacious Cape 
Cod Regional Technical High School in 
Harwich, where folks had the chance 
to purchase amazing Cape-grown 
produce, meat, fish and locally-made 

products — everything from pickles to 
apple cider donuts! 

The winning combination of great 
conversation and great food provided 
a perfect way to swing into spring, with 
fabulous guest stars that included 
goats, a pony, a horse, and stately 
Scottish Highland cattle. 

And everyone tapped their toes to 
the smooth jazz music performed by 
Wayne Naus and the Art Ensemble 
of Cape Cod. The group was joined 
by members of the award-winning 
Monomoy Regional High School Jazz 
Band, and they sounded great!  

Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT) 
and the Orleans Farmers' Market 
hosted and organized the event, with 
generous sponsorship support from 
Agway of Cape Cod, the Cape Cod 
Chronicle and Cape Cod Five. 

‘A fantastic day of  
community’ 
With more than 50 farms and 
farm-supporting organizations 
in attendance, the school was 
transformed into a magic cornucopia 
of delicious possibilities. And you 
could chat with the person who grew 
the food! This simple, satisfying and 
important connection is what Meet 
Your Local Farmers is all about. 

Over at the Seawind Meadows table, 
grass-fed and finished Highland beef 
was flying out of a stack of coolers and 
into eager customer's hands. “We were 
ready,” said Laura McDowell-May, part 
of the dynamic family team that owns 
Seawind Meadows. “Every cooler was 
packed and a lot of them are empty at 
this point.” 

Between raising cattle in Dennis and 
her career as an attorney, McDowell-
May might be one of the busiest 
people on Cape Cod. But the Meet 

‘GOOD FOR EVERYBODY’: 

Meet Your Local Farmers Event  
Celebrates the Joys of Fresh, Local Food 
The Meet Your Local Farmers event was bigger and better than ever this year, with a new  
location, more farms and farm-supporting organizations, and wonderful community support  
for local agriculture.  

Savannah Farrell of Yarmouth poses with 
Seawind Meadow’s cattle, Evening Primrose, 
also known as ‘Prim.’
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Your Local Farmers event gave her the 
chance to reconnect with friends and 
other farmers. “I love it,” she said, “I’m 
able to see people who I haven't seen 
since last year. It's great to see the 
community support for local food.” 

Local food pioneer Francie Randolph 
was heartened by the big turnout. 
As Founding Director of Sustainable 
CAPE, a Truro-based nonprofit that is 

dedicated to building a strong local 
food system that improves community 
health while supporting our regional 
economy, an event like this was cause 
for celebration. 

“It's just a fantastic day of community,” 
said Randolph. “I’ve run into so many 
of my favorite people — my favorite 
chefs, farmers and fisherman — what 
could be better?”  

Beyond the agricultural camaraderie, 
Randolph said local food is more 
nutritious and provides proven 
health benefits. “And the dollars you 
spend are going to recirculate in our 
local economy, and that is good for 
everybody,” she added. 

Chowder and donuts, too 
If you’ve ever wondered how fast 
someone can ladle out chowder, the 
answer could be found at the Poor 
Boy Fisheries table. Denice Lapierre 
worked the big pot with impressive 
style, like the conductor of a savory 
orchestra.  

“I’m so happy we have this new 
space,” said Lapierre. “People have 
plenty of room to move around, take 
a break, maybe have some chowder. 
Everyone loves this event. It comes at 
the perfect time of year, when people 
are looking to shake off winter and find 
some good food.” 

– Continues on page 10

The Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) joined in the fun at Meet Your Local Farmers. 
Kristin Andres, APCC Director of Education & Outreach (left) and Erin Camire, APCC 
Ecolandscape Program Coordinator (right).
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Continued from page 9 –

Maura and Alan Hall of Hall’s Cape Cod Cranberries were all smiles at the event.

THANK YOU CAPE TECH

This was the first year that Meet Your Local Farmers was held at the Cape Cod  
Regional Technical High School. HCT and the Orleans Farmers’ Market are  
grateful to the school’s staff and students, who provided outstanding support. 
Their cheerful efforts made setup and cleanup a breeze. 

Special thanks go out to Cape Cod Tech’s SkillsUSA Chapter Coordinator Peggy 
Reilly-O’Brien and students Zana’e Barrett, Gabriela Freitas, Bailey McMakin,  
Jake Pillarella, Chris Morin, Kendra Burke, Evangeline Sorbello, Eden Vaught,  
Judson Hayward, Frannie Mendoza, Josh Cole, Dylan Desmarais and  
Daniel Handville. 

Sure, kale, radishes, lettuce and 
other good-for-you stuff was flying 
off the farmers’ tables. But balance 
is important in life, and that's a job 
for apple cider donuts. Shaunah 
Steelman, chef and owner of In the 
Mix, a Dennis-based bakery, said she 
had sold 350 of the delectable rings in 
less than two hours. 

“I think it brings people back to their 
childhood,” said Steelman. “It’s part 
of the New England way of growing up, 
maybe going to an orchard with your 
family. You taste the apple and the 
sugar and the cinnamon, and when 
they are warm, it’s just so good.” 

HCT Executive Director Mike Lach took 
a break from toting plants to marvel 
at the cheerful flow of folks moving 
around the spectacular gym. “We’re so 
grateful to the farms and organizations 
for spending a Saturday with us and 

sharing their stories of the land, and 
we're seeing how people value the 
local farms that make a real difference 
in our Cape Cod quality of life.” 

He also praised HCT’s partnership with 
the Orleans Farmers’ Market and Cape 
Cod Regional Technical High School. 
“I think we’ve found the perfect place 
to help connect people with their local 
farms,” said Lach. 

Gretel Norgeot, Board President of the  
Orleans Farmers' Market, kicked off 
the event by ringing her trademark 
cowbell. And as Meet your Local 
Farmers drew to a close, she was able 
to succinctly boil down the reason for 
the event's popularity. “Fresh local 
food is much better for you, and 
people are finally figuring that out,”  
she said.

Photographs by Gerry Beetham

10



Start Your Summer Inspired by Art!
HCT is offering two fantastic ways to add art to your Cape Cod 
summer. Please join us at these exciting events and enjoy the 
creative side of nature. 

The Art of Yvette Stenzel:  
A Benefit Exhibition for Harwich Conservation Trust 
RECEPTION:	Friday, June 12, 4:30-6:30 p.m.  
	 204 Sisson Road, Cultural Arts Center, Harwich 

SHOW DURATION: June 15 – 23, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Meet acclaimed artist Yvette Stenzel, admire her vibrant work and support HCT 
at a fabulous reception on June 12 at the 204 Sisson Cultural Arts Center in 
Harwich. Yvette generously donated her captivating art for this unique fundraiser.

Buy beautiful art to help HCT save beautiful land! Have a creative night out, 
enjoy delicious appetizers catered by the Family Table Collaborative and support 
your favorite local land trust. 

Stenzel’s energetic brushstrokes and colorful palette capture beautiful moments, 
suspended in time, with subjects that include landscapes, wildlife and flowers.  
“I am a very spontaneous painter,” she said. “I don’t plan things ahead.  
And when I get inspired by something that I see, I just go for it.”

Preserving our Land & Life: Art & Conservation on Cape Cod 
RECEPTION:	Saturday, June 20, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  
	 Addison Art Gallery (43 South Orleans Road, Orleans) 

HCT’s Robert F. Smith Cold Brook Preserve 
takes center stage for this innovative exhibit 
that features work from local artists who were 
inspired by the flora, fauna and landscapes of this 
beautifully preserved conservation destination. 

The reception on June 20 will feature live music 
by Sarah Burrill, and include original works 
created en plein air at the Preserve, and studio 
work based on photographs and trail cams that 
have captured animals at night and in motion.

“If you truly love nature, you will find beauty everywhere.” 
	 – VINCENT VAN GOGH

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 
Robert F. Smith  
Cold Brook Preserve
203 Bank St., Harwich Port

A “paint out” will bring  
many artists together.  
The public is welcome to 
explore the Preserve and 
watch the artists at work.

Starting June 12, a wide selection of 
original paintings by Yvette Stenzel will be 
available for purchase in support of HCT’s 
land-saving mission.

11

https://204sisson.com/
https://addisonart.com/
https://harwichconservationtrust.org/trail/robert-f-smith-cold-brook-preserve/
https://harwichconservationtrust.org/trail/robert-f-smith-cold-brook-preserve/
https://harwichconservationtrust.org/trail/robert-f-smith-cold-brook-preserve/


A conversation with Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT) volunteer 
Chris Joyce is likely to cover a lot of ground. That's because she 
has had a bunch of fascinating adventures and, as someone 
recently said at the HCT office, “Chris isn’t afraid to say ‘yes’ to 
new experiences.” 

She grew up in Madawaska, Maine, way up north, across the St. John River from 
Edmundston, Canada. Chris was born in Edmundston, because that's where the 
hospital was. Madawaska is a paper mill town and it was in full bloom when Chris 
was growing up. It was a good place to be a kid, but the winters were pretty tough. 

Listening to Chris talk about Madawaska kind of sounds like 
a happy Stephen King story, if there is such a thing. She 
and her friends would walk across the bridge to Canada to 
buy candy and ice cream.  

Later, she drove through the Maine countryside to release 
her father’s homing pigeons 100 miles from Madawaska, 
then went shopping with friends in the bustling metropolis 
of Presque Isle. Sometimes, this pigeon posse would leave 
malted milk balls in stranger’s mailboxes, an odd but 
delicious bit of mischief. 

A western twist of fate 
After college, Chris ended up in Boston for about a year,  
but then an evening with friends, which may or may not 
have involved libations, changed everything. “We decided 
we'd go to San Francisco,” she said. “And then I checked 
the next morning. I asked, ‘Do you remember what we 
said?’ Yep. ‘Are we going?’ Yep.” 

The slightly haphazard plan to go west worked out great. 
Chris enjoyed a successful career in management for 

a Bay Area utility company for many years, gleefully retiring at age 55. She then 
volunteered for a yacht club that was located near McCovey Cove, where home 
run balls sometimes land after leaving the San Francisco Giants' stadium. 

Chris had visited Cape Cod over the years, and eventually was drawn back east  
to our sandy peninsula where she bought a home. She began volunteering for 
HCT around 2013. 

There was so much more ground to cover with Chris, like discussing her longtime 
plan to marry baseball star Sandy Koufax and lamenting the recent passing of 
Grateful Dead guitarist Bob Weir, but we had to get down to business. 

So, we shelved these and other topics for future fat-chewing sessions, and asked 
Chris about her work with HCT: 

MEET THE MADAWASKA KID

How Chris Joyce Became  
an HCT Volunteer

Chris Joyce has been a Harwich Conservation  
Trust (HCT) volunteer for more than ten years.

Chris Joyce (left) picks potatoes in 
Madawaska, Maine in the early 1960s. 
Students were let out of school for 
about three weeks to help with the 
harvest, which Joyce recalls as hard 
work mixed with fun socializing.
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JOIN THE FUN!

How did you become an HCT volunteer? 

I was standing in line at Dunkin’ Donuts in Harwich Port. And 
the fellow in front of me [former HCT staffer Ryan Mann] had 
a jacket that said "yacht club,” on it, something like that, and 
I asked him if he was involved with sailboat racing. He said 
“yes” — but it was January, so there wasn't anything going on. 

He said he would introduce me at the yacht club, but then 
said, “In the meantime, would you like to volunteer at the 
Harwich Conservation Trust?”

And so, I filled out an online application or background 
thingy. Came in for an interview, and then I started working 
for the land steward, helping with herring counts and 
organizing some of the land documents. 

What HCT projects are you working on now? 

I'm keeping addresses up to date. If we have mail returned 
or emails bounce back, I’ll find out what’s going on and 
update appropriately. This is important, because without 
good addresses and email addresses, you can end up 
wasting a lot of time and money. We want to make sure  
we can stay in touch with people. 

You’ve been an HCT volunteer for more than a  
decade. What inspires that kind of dedication? 

It’s our mission. I wouldn’t have been here this many years  
if I didn't like the idea of saving and restoring land.  

And I wouldn't be here if I didn’t like the people. It always 
feels like a fun club when I come into the office. 

Why is preserving land important to you? 

I think it’s because of where I grew up. I saw the terrible 
pollution from the paper mill. I went down to the St. John 
River and saw all these dead fish. And then watching that 
industry start turning around, and not just clear-cutting,  
and starting to preserve the land that they had. 

And it’s a tough go here on the Cape because there’s not 
much land left, and so many people want a piece of it.  
So, when we can carve out these spaces, it feels good. 

 

bluebird??

Volunteers are the heart of HCT and are a driving force for trail maintenance, 
wildlife habitat enhancement, bird nest box monitoring, office operations, 
citizen science projects, and more. 

Interested in joining the meaningful fun? Go to harwichconservationtrust.org 
and fill out our Volunteer Interest Survey Form. 

HCT volunteers removed invasive 
garlic mustard from the Muddy Creek 
Headwaters Preserve.
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“I’m very glad to be here and I can’t 
wait to see what I can do for Harwich,” 
said Pogany, pausing briefly between 
shovelfuls. 

Since her splashy HCT debut, Pogany 
has explored all corners of town, 
usually with a tool in hand. She has 
cleared trails, removed invasive plants, 
co-organized the highly successful Tour 
de Trash cleanup, and even provided 
housing for bluebirds in the form of 
built-from-scratch nesting boxes that 
will be stationed on HCT properties. 

“I had no prior carpentry experience,” 
laughed Pogany. “But I’m learning so 
much this year. I ended up teaching 
other AmeriCorps members how to 
build the bluebird boxes, and we 
finished 20 in record time.” 

Conservation and education 
That’s just the way that AmeriCorps 
members roll. They work hard, and if 
they don’t know how to do something, 
they learn quickly. Plus, their good 
cheer makes the toughest jobs fun. 

Barnstable County’s AmeriCorps Cape 
Cod program, part of a larger national 
service network, offers people from 
around the country an opportunity 
to address issues facing the Cape’s 
fragile environment. 

AmeriCorps members focus on 
improving and preserving the quality 
of natural resources through hands-on 
conservation and education initiatives. 

For Pogany, a 2025 UMass 
Amherst graduate who majored 
in environmental science, joining 
AmeriCorps was a way to make 
a meaningful difference, while 
adding practical knowledge to  
her toolkit. 

“I chose AmeriCorps because of the 
service opportunity, and because it 
allows me to develop a whole new 
skillset,” said Pogany. “I’m learning 
how to use power tools, I'm doing fire 
training so we can do controlled burns. 
I'm done with school, so I really wanted 
to get out in the field.” 

‘Lifelong service’ 
This good work in the field is 
becoming a way of life for Pogany. 
Last summer, she worked with the 
state Division of Conservation and 
Recreation at the Quabbin Reservoir, 
which covers 39 square miles and  
has 181 miles of shoreline. 

She helped biologists track and 
manage invasive populations of 
aquatic plants and zooplankton.  
“Every day I was out on a boat,” said 
Pogany. “It was really breathtaking.” 

Working with HCT has opened her 
eyes about what a local land trust can 
accomplish. “Harwich Conservation 
Trust offers so much opportunity,”  
she said. “It’s fulfilling because of 
how quickly you can turn an idea into 
reality, and I've really enjoyed spending 
time with the amazing HCT volunteers, 
meeting the public and collaborating 
with town government on projects.  
I had never been involved with the 
land trust world before this, and I 
would absolutely love to stay in it if  
I could.” 

One thing is for sure: the future looks 
bright for Pogany and her AmeriCorps 
teammates, and for any organization 
they become associated with. Simply 
put, they can do almost anything and 
they get the job done.  

“At this point I know that my goals are 
probably aligned with lifelong service,” 
said Pogany. “I’ve really been focused 
on following the opportunities, taking 
every chance I can get, because I 
love the work and I love the chance 
to become part of the community I’m 
working with.”

‘I LOVE THE WORK’

Meet Lillian Pogany,  
HCT’s AmeriCorps Member
Some folks get to ease into their first day on the job with 
leisurely introductions and a swell complimentary lunch. 

But when AmeriCorps Cape Cod member Lillian Pogany showed 
up for her first day with the Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT) 
back in October, she grabbed a shovel and began mucking out 
a herring run. And she was delighted! 

AmeriCorps member Lillian Pogany holds  
a witch hazel plant at the Harwich Tour  
de Trash.

“I chose AmeriCorps 
because of the service 
opportunity, and  
because it allows  
me to develop a whole 
new skillset.”
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AmeriCorps Cape Cod members Sophie Wigington (left) and Lillian 
Pogany planned this year’s Harwich Tour de Trash, a town-wide 
cleanup organized by Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT) and the  
town's Conservation Department. 

“At this point I know that my  
goals are probably aligned  
with lifelong service. 

	 I’ve really been focused on  
following the opportunities,  
taking every chance I can get,  
because I love the work and I love 
the chance to become part of the 
community I’m working with.”

	 – Lillian Pogany

English ivy beware! AmeriCorps member Lillian Pogany tackles 
the invasive plant at a Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT) 
volunteer work party.
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In Memory of

Annie Allan 
Bill Allan 
Richard & Evelyn Anton
Kathleen Sinnamon & 

Nathaniel Lawton 
Michael Balch, Sr.  
Karen Elliott 
Bill Baldwin
Emily Baldwin 
Bob & Mary Banziger 
Peter Banziger 
Aaron Barker
Jean Barker
Kathleen Gallo
Tom Barker
Jean Barker
Kathleen Gallo
Joane & Charlie Bascom 
Lisa & Ranger Spencer 
Tom Benaroch 
Kay Benaroch 
Mario “Al” Boragine, Jr.  
Bob & Pat Johnson 
Pilgrim Lodge A.F. & A.M. 
Clayton & Mary Jane Ryan 
Mary Ann Bowden 
Bruce Bowden 
Neil C. Brown, Jr. 
Anonymous 
Joyce & Alan Bush 
David Bush & Leslie Dossey 
Marcy Bush 

Connie & Burke Carroll 
Dan Carroll 
Charles “Chuck” Chase 
Linda Flaherty 
Greg Tutunjian 
Roberta Tutunjian 
Caleb Childs 
Jayne Thacher 
Daisy Clapp 
Jonathan & Marlene Clapp 
The Clark Family 
Christine Morrison 
Brenda Collins 
Raymond & Elizabeth Brown  
Steven A. Howard 
Becky Mendible 
Barbara Murphy 
Robert Conklin 
Patrick & Mary Brophy 
Bob Coombes 
Dorothy Coombes 
Richard Cooper 
Alva Chaletzky 
Judd J. Corbett 
Ursula K. Corbett 
Matt Cushing 
Alva Chaletzky 
Joan Carroll Daly 
Ann E. Daly 
Renny Damon  

(Mr. Lawrence B. Damon) 
Tim Damon 
Judith Sullivan  
Virginia & Stephen White 

Edward & Adeline Davis 
Carl & Deborah Sturgis 
Deborah 
Gillian M. Cohan 
John Del Vecchio 
Robert Del Vecchio &  

Linda Hurley 
Arthur Dickinson 
Elaine Dickinson 
Paul Kenneth Donnelly 
Jane Donnelly Buck &  

David C. Buck  
Linda Donnelly Ford &  

Robert H. Ford 
Russell D. Donnelly &  

Sheila Statlender 
Bob Duncanson 
Walter North & Judy Ryon 
Donald & Marcia Durfor 
Marianne Durfor 
Margaret &  

Dinsmore Eastman 
Barbara Eastman 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Erdman 
Barbara & Wayne Eaton 
Mary Farragher 
Katherine Farragher 
Marguerite & John Ferreira 
Jane Ferreira 
Nancy Fessenden 
Hart & Lauren Fessenden 
Pres & Alice Fish 
Steven & Elizabeth Robbins 

Freeman Adams Fisher  
of Sandwich 

Susan & Samuel Thompson 
Robert Fitzpatrick
Jane Ryder
Ed & Lil Flaherty 
Joan Lafond
Jane & Jim Fryatt 
Julie A. Gibson 
Amelia Geggel
Rebecca Sher
Leonard H. Goddard 
Jacquelyn Goddard 
Blake Gorey 
Helen & Paul Gigley 
Eric Griffen 
Susan Langway 
Bette Hahner
Anonymous
Warren Franklin Hall 
Karen Hamilton Hall 
Dr. Steven Hattamer 
Harry & Diane McCafferty 
Heidi 
Rev. Marcia Poole West 
Dorothy (Dot) Hemmings 
Karen Kelly 
Hobbs 
Hoppy 
Marcia Iddles 
Taffy Aldrovandi 
Joe, Rita & Anne 
Joan V. Leary 
My dad, Carroll Johnson 
Susan Johnson &  

Dave Andrews 
Maribel & Harry Johnson 
Carlton & Carolie Johnson 
Roy & Anne Johnson 
Joan Breiding 
Stephen & Marion Kelleher 
Kathleen & Stephen Kelleher 

Don, Bill and Claudia Kelly 
Carol Kelly Family 
Barry Knowles 
Shirley Knowles 
Karen Krizel 
John & Lorraine Krizel 
Cindy & Herb Lach 
Alan & Bette Malatesta 
Cynthia C. Lach 
Taffy Aldrovandi  
Meg Allard  
Anonymous (X2) 
Ed & Chris Banks  
Alva Chaletzky 
Brad & Donna Chase 
Compact of Cape Cod  

Conservation Trusts  
Tom & Jan Evans 
Stephanie & Frank Foster 
HCT staff 
Andrea Higgins &  

Gary Carreiro  
Jon & Sarah Idman 
Peter Johnson 
Christina Joyce 
Shirley Knowles 
Ann & Peter Lambertus 
Colin & Jane Leonard 
Bonnie Loedel & Mark Russell 
Kathy Meyers 
Laurie & John Moore 
Barbara Murphy 
Bruce & Beverly Nightingale 
Donna & Henry Peterson 
Nan Poor 
Herb & Jan Raffaele 
Bob Rice & Elizabeth Aldred 
Mark Robinson 
Leslie & Craig Schneeberger 
Gerie Schumann 
Andrea Silbert 
Patti Smith 
Donna & Frank Tavano 
Amy Usowski 
Dorene Warner 
Chris Watson 

Donation Dedications
Each and every donation represents a  
thoughtful and generous contribution  
that helps to save special places. 
Gift Dedications from October 13, 2025 – May 9, 2026
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Herb Lach 
Deborah Fish 
Danny & Michael  

LaDouceur 
Edward & Constance 

LaDouceur 
Angus Laidlaw 
Christy Laidlaw &  

T. W. Cooney 
Mike Lewis 
Anonymous 
Robert R. Marshall 
Gail N. Marshall 
Finn McCool —  

The Greatest Dog 
Michael & Maureen 

McMahon 
Patrick and Gregory  

McGarry 
June McGarry 
George & Esther McIlroy 
Mary Ann Witte 
Greg Meier
Leslie Meier 
Romeo Milio &  

Amelina Milio 
Giovanna & Pietro Poccia 
George H. Mitchell 
Kathleen A. Mitchell 
Ms. Theresa N. Morgado 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin G. 

Morgado 
John A. O’Callaghan 
Mildred & Jeffrey 

O’Callaghan 
Robert Our 
Eileen Our 

Christine Peterson, Scot 
McClain & Laura Dwyer 

Donna & Pete Peterson 
Henry “Pete” Peterson 
Tom & Jan Evans 
Christina Joyce
Michael Lach 
Christy Laidlaw &  

T. W. Cooney 
Patti Smith 
Pat & Steve Petro 
Pamela Petro &  

Marguerite Harrison 
Herbert Potter 
Briana & Jay Potter 
Elizabeth Pring 
Ken Pring 
Pat & Vinny Rescigno 
Pat Sanzo 
Melissa Rice 
Michael & Carole Gallo  
Joseph & Elaine Shovlin 
Jane & Chet Richards 
Anonymous 
Robert J. Riedl 
Paula S. Riedl 
Stella-Louis Riedl 
Georgene Riedl &  

Ralph MacKenzie 
Ann Roberts 
Kenneth & Lisa  

Davis-Roberts 
Peggy Rose 
Tom & Gunther Jahnke 
Frank Roth 
Maryellen & Bob Lorefice 
Richard P. Sacchetti 
Joan Sacchetti 

Ruth & Abe Saltzman 
Beth & Michael Aaronson 
Carolyn “Doodah”  

Howells Scott 
Kristin Andres  
Anonymous (X2) 
Jeanne Branson &  

DeeDee Holt 
Bucks Creek Foundation  
With love from Christina, 

Claire, Dean, Erica, Grace, 
Kaitlyn, Sydney, and Tim 

Chris & Laura Donahue 
Tom & Jan Evans
Nancy Garrison  
Kathleen &  

Christopher LaCroix 
Joan V. Leary &  

Christopher Zocca 
Barbara Miller 
Bob Minetti 
James Ockenden 
Bruce Scrimgeour 
Thomas Webber 
Carol & Donald Scott 
Mike & Marcy Farmer 
Victor Servello Jr (VJ) 
Carolyn Servello 
Peggy Sevier 
Electa Sevier 
Robert Smith 
Nino & Shannon Corbett 
Elizabeth Biorn Smith & 

Stephen Smith 
Isabel, Dayton and  

Lisa Smith 
Carol Kelly Family 

Morton & June Snowhite 
Pamela Petro &  

Marguerite Harrison 
John Steel 
Sue Grant 
Gertrude G. Steel 
Robert Steinmann 
Maureen Steinmann 
Fred Roscoe Street 
Barbara Brown-Street 
Jim Stroh
Janet Cassidy 
Jack Sullivan 
Eileen Sullivan 
Ken & Glenna Swanton 
Betts Swanton 
Tenby 
Pamela Petro &  

Marguerite Harrison 
James Tenney 
Mary Tenney 
Cormac “Mac” Thomas 
Charles & Cheryl Barnes 
Robert Thomas 
Joseph & Elaine Shovlin 
Robert E. Thomas 
Eileen & Meredyth Thomas 
David Thyng 
Jonathan & Darla Thyng 
David D. Tobey 
Patricia & Robert Greenberg 
Evelyn Tobey 
Kathleen Tobin & John Long 
Gary & Tish Dodge 

Bruce Toney
Karen Elliott 
Barre Tozloski 
Helen & Paul Gigley 
Sten Tullberg 
Ralph Tullberg &  

Tina Valades 
Elizabeth Twomey 
David & Catherine Johnson 
Maureen G. Valente 
Carl Valente 
Christopher Wadsworth 
Tom & Jan Evans 
Geoffrey Wager 
Gloria Wager 
Bancroft Wheeler 
Mercy Wheeler 
Paul & Olive Winterhalter 
David Winterhalter 
Polly Bates Woodward 
Marla Menzies 
Penny & Elton Yasuna 
Edward Yasuna 
Connie Young 
John F. Young 
Arnold Zandonella 
Thomas & Maria Frey  
Arnold Zandonella, Sr. 
Lisa Zandonella-Huhta 

– Continues on page 18
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In Honor of

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Albis  
Norma Kolakoski  
Jane Babb 
Lorie Luyrink 
BB 
Anonymous 
Thomas & Donna Buckley 
Susan & James Okolita 
Dave Callaghan 
Lisa Berman 
Martha & Allan Campbell  
Tina & Bill Maloney 
Susan Carroll at  

Christmastime 
Anonymous 
Stella Chandler-Earnest 
Anonymous 
Rocky Clark, Cynthia  

Sutphin and all at HCT 
Carolyn Clark Ledbetter 
Cold Brook 
Lois Bartels 
The Cold Brook Otters! 
Michael & Donna Foughty 
Judd & Ursula Corbett 
Nino & Shannon Corbett 
Grace Damiano 
Barbara Tabak &  

David Damiano 
Audrey Davis-Roberts 
Kenneth & Lisa  

Davis-Roberts 

Betty Dolan’s 90th birthday 
and the remarkable, 
special woman she is 

Ellen Merrill 
Sarah Merrill 
Thomas Merrill &  

Mary Beth Forshaw 
Jim Donovan &  

Kelsey Sadoff  
Kim & Ted Baylis 
Neal Donovan &  

Erin Woodbrey 
Kim & Ted Baylis 
Peter Donovan  
Kim & Ted Baylis 
Augie Dunn 
William Dunn &  

Maria Silverman 
Thomas Evans 
Leonard & Patricia Johnson 
My Family 
Peter Roberts 
Gabby 
Mark & Mimi McManus 
Jim & Tracey Gardella 
Anonymous 
Eleanor Gerson 
Megan Rhodes 
God & His environment 
Laurie & John Moore 
The grand grands — Elliott, 

August, Caleb, and Harper 
Laura Holmes 

Gratitude for HCT’s  
new trails 

Katherine & Pasquale Vacca 
Isabella Graves 
Daniel Allenby 
Harwich Conservation Trust 
Wendy Hamilton & Joseph 

Martorana 
Ms. Andrea Higgins 
Gary Carreiro
Gabbie DiNardi 
From her proud parents, 

Andrew & Ruth Ann Higgins
Peter Hopple 
Earline Rubel 
Chris Joyce 
Joseph & Lynne Lavieri 
 John Ketchum &  

Dinah Lane 
Anna Sirois 
Shirley Knowles 
Linda Simonitsch 
Elizabeth Kripp 
Anonymous 
Michael Lach 
Anonymous 
Deborah Swiss &  

Digney Fignus  
Gerie Schumann 
Bob & Jean Warneke 
Tom Leach, retired  

Harbormaster 
Robert Leach 

Linda and Lexi 
Ron Schmitt 
Tyler Maikath 
Leslie & Richard Joseph 
Michael 
Carol & Edward Sullivan 
The Marceline Brothers 
Robert & Ellen Lincoln 
 Newbies in Nature,  

Preschool Explorers,  
Ecosystem Explorers, 
SHORE & SAIL programs 
and preserving awe & 
wonder 

Andrea Higgins &  
Gary Carreiro 

Connor O’Brien 
Joseph & Elaine Shovlin 
Connor O’Brien and  

our friendship 
Fran & Ron Rich 
Muriel Parker 
Patricia Hunt 
Tom & Doris Philips 
Charles & Rosemary Philips 
Nancy & Tom Quirk 
Earline Rubel 
Gugie Ryan 
Rain Ryder 
John & Catharine Ryan 
Anonymous 
Justine Ryan 
Pauline Ryan  
Rain Ryder 

Rain Ryder 
Justine Ryan  
Pauline Ryan 
Gerie Schumann 
Ellen & Alva Baker 
Nancy J. Schumann 
Kim and Steve Seserman 
Bryan Seserman  
Sloane, Maeve & Heath
Helen & Paul Maikath 
Patti Smith 
Robert & Barbara Nickerson
Kim & David Sterling 
Lynn Jenkins 
Cynthia Sutphin’s Birthday 
Timothy Clark 
Holly Thyng & Chris Stoltz 
Jonathan & Darla Thyng 
Nancy Thyng 
Jonathan & Darla Thyng 
The Whelks 
Susan Chaki 
Kendra (Whiting) Whitney 
Kenneth E. &  

Donna M. Whiting 
My wonderful neighbors 
Jane Bird 
Wooncepit  

(aka Grassy Pond) 
Melinda Nettles

Continued from page 17 –

“Adopt the pace of nature: her secret  
is patience. Nature does not hurry,  
yet everything is accomplished. 

	 In her wisdom, she teaches us to wait,  
to listen, and to trust the process.”
– Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT) has 
the perfect program for you! Our Red 
River Beach Birding Field Classes, led 
by renowned naturalist and field guide 
author Peter Trull, offer a fantastic 
opportunity to see and learn about 
migratory and resident bird species  
of the shore, salt marsh and 
Nantucket Sound. 

Trull says Red River Beach is a 
dynamic birding area due to the variety 
of habitats and offers easy viewing of 
all sorts of species. “It’s all right there, 
and we are observing birds the whole 
time,” he said. “Very often people who 
are on the Red River Beach walks see 
birds they’ve never seen before.” 

Great for beginners 
Beyond birds, Trull will also help you 
discover the ecology of the varied 
habitats in the Red River Beach area. 
“We talk about the different grasses 
and plants that grow in salt marshes 
versus the habitats and plants that 
grow on barrier beaches, and the 
different algae that are washing in  
and out of the river,” he said. 

The field classes are perfect for 
beginner and experienced birders. 
“Every class is a teaching class,” 
said Trull. “I’m always working with 
those who don’t have the experience, 
and the class is designed to build 
confidence. There’s no reason to be 
uptight if you don’t know what bird it 
is. I just teach about the lives of birds, 
what they’re doing and why they’re 
doing it.” 

It’s hard to imagine a more perfect  
way to spend a morning on Cape Cod. 
Trull brings good humor, keen insights 
and a fantastic teaching ability on 
every walk. 

Chances are good that you’ll see some 
fabulous birds and you’ll also meet fun 
folks who share your interests. This 
voyage of discovery and camaraderie 
will be a highlight of your Cape Cod 
summer! 

To see Red River Beach Birding 
Field Class dates and to reserve 
your spot, stay tuned to your HCT 
eNews or visit our website at 
harwichconservationtrust.org. Class 
dates will be posted mid- to late-June.

BIRDING AT THE BEACH

HCT Field Classes Offer Insights  
from Naturalist Peter Trull
Are you curious about the lives of birds? Perhaps you’re a birder who would like to see a species 
you have never encountered before. Maybe you’re just beginning your birding journey and would 
enjoy insights from one of the Cape’s foremost bird experts.

JOIN A GUIDED WALK

HCT offers a wide variety of guided nature programs with expert naturalists. 
It’s a great way to learn something new and meet fun folks who share your 
interests. 

Our programs cover fascinating topics, including birding, eco-restoration, wild-
life tracking and much more. Other outings include QiGong and Mindfulness 
programs to find peace in nature through meditation and gentle movement. 
We also offer excellent programs for children that inspire curiosity about the 
natural world around us. 

Visit our website harwichconservationtrust.org/events to see the full lineup  
of programs and treat yourself to an adventure in learning! 

Naturalist and field guide author Peter Trull 
leads HCT Red River Beach Birding Field 
Classes to discover and enjoy seeing the 
diversity of birdlife and other wildlife that 
inhabit the salt marsh, barrier beach  
and tidal Red River.
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We’re here for you...
Web: harwichconservationtrust.org

Email: info@harwichconservationtrust.org
Phone: 508-432-3997

Placing Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT)  
in your will is a forward-thinking way to  
support our land-saving work. 

HCT’s “Help Build the Nest” brochure offers  
creative ways (including annual gifts and bequests) 
to make a difference with your philanthropy. 

If you are curious and would like a brochure,  
please call Executive Director Michael Lach at  
508-432-3997 or email mike@harwichconservationtrust.org.  
Thank you for considering a legacy that will save special places. 

Find more information at harwichconservationtrust.org/planned-giving.

LEAVE A LEGACY

to save special places

Did you know?
It’s fun to watch fast flying dragonflies  
and damselflies as they zip around,  
pause in a patch of sunlight, and  
then accelerate into the air again.

Their ancestors predate the dinosaurs, with fossil evidence stretching back 300 
million years. Cruising vast prehistoric wetlands, some dragonflies had wingspans 
of two feet across. Our modern day dragons perform their aerial acrobatics on 
delicate looking, but sturdy translucent wings averaging 2-4 inches. Their main 
diet is other insects caught in mid-air, including mosquitoes.   

HCT properties with pond habitat featuring reeds growing along the shallow 
shoreline host a diversity of dragons and damsels, including some rare species. 
The insects are an excellent bio-indicator of water health. Since they spend many 
months in the water during their larval stage, dragonflies and damselflies need 
clean water to thrive.

HCT believes that the best way to protect our waters is to preserve the 
surrounding land. These land-saving efforts also help to preserve biodiversity, 
healthy ecosystems and room for dragonflies and damselflies to flit and  
hover on their whispering wings.  
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MISSION
Preserving land to protect woods,  
water, wildlife and our shared  
quality of life in Harwich.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Thomas M. Evans, President
Andrea C. Silbert, Vice President
Bill Riley, Treasurer  
Patti A. Smith, Clerk

Jonathon D. Idman
Ann Lambertus
Colin A. Leonard
Bonnie L. Loedel

STAFF
Michael W. Lach 
Executive Director

Kelly Grant 
Land Protection Specialist 

Christine I. Laidlaw 
Director of Development

Connor R. O’Brien 
Director of Land Stewardship

Halley J. Steinmetz 
Outreach & Administrative Coordinator

Charlie Sumner 
Director of Operations

Eric Williams 
Director of Communications

Cover photos: 
Red River Birding Walk with Peter Trull  
by Gerry Beetham.
Baltimore Oriole by Janet DiMattia.

If you have photos of natural lands or wildlife 
that you would like to share, please email 
them to info@harwichconservationtrust.org.
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Donna Peterson
Nancy B. Poor
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Variable Dancer Damselfly
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